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SHORTER NOTES

ILIAD 7.293ft.

vof 8 18n TeXéfer. dyalbov kal vuiri mbéobailds ob 1’éippivys mdvras mapa vyvoly
Axaiobs! . . . avTap éyw . .. Tpdas éippavéw . . .

Wordplay involving names is routine in Homer. Less common, but not rare, is
wordplay that does not have anything to do with names. Thus, at lliad 1.290f. there is
a play on éfecav feoilmpoféovawv; at 24.611 an implicit play on Aads (people)/Ados
(stone); at Odyssey 12.45-6 a possible play on mvfopai/muvhdvopar.!

I would like to suggest a play on words that seems not to have been noticed. In the
lines quoted above, I suspect that Homer intended—and his audience heard—an
underlying punning. Hector remarks that, as night beckons, it is fit for both Greeks
and Trojans to be cheered. That is, it is edppdvn and so it is time edppaivew the
peoples.

edppdvy does not occur in Homer, but that is surely because most forms of the
word will not fit the hexameter. The single occurrence in Hesiod (Op. 560) guarantees
that it will have been in currency at the time of the Homeric epics.

University of Illinois, Urbana HOWARD JACOBSON

! On the last, see D. F. Bright, Mnemosyne 30 (1977), 423-6. Prof. D. Sansone reminded me of
this article.

ANTH. PAL. 12.152

Mayvys ‘Hpaxdeiros, éuol mébos, olri cidnpovimérpw mvedua 6’ éuov xdAdet
épelrduevos. The commentators have noticed the central role that wordplay
performs in this epigram. Heraclitus the Magnesian is indeed a magnet, but it is the
heart of the poet rather than iron that he attracts. As Gow-Page remark, Mdyvys
does double duty.! But that is only part of the story, for there lurks here yet a second
play on words that reinforces the first. As early as Plato we hear that the stone that
attracted iron was called Mayvij7is by Euripides, but ‘HpaxAela by the many (lon
533d).2 Or as Lucian writes simply, dndfet ydp oe dvadnoauévn évla dv €0é)y,
omep kal ) Aifos v “Hpaxdela 8pd Tov aidnpov (Imag. 1).3 Thus, our author’s play
that begins with Mdyvns continues with the name of the beloved, ‘HpaxAeiros. No
wonder that a Heraclitus should possess strong powers of attraction!*

University of Illinois, Urbana HOWARD JACOBSON

' A.S. F. Gow and D. L. Page, The Greek Anthology: Hellenistic Epigrams (Cambridge, 1965),
vol. 2, p. 574.

2 feia 8¢ Siwauss 1) o€ kwel, domep év T Albw v Edpumidns uév Mayvitw dvépacey, of
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3 See too e.g. Plin. N H. 36.126; Suda s.v. * HparAeia Aifos: MayviTis Alfos i uaddov
elmeiv ‘Hpaxelav Ty Aifov (Adler, 2.581).

4 I am indebted to Prof. David Sansone for helpful comments.
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